Echocardiography and left ventricular function on recovery from anaesthesia in patients with coronary artery disease.
Eight patients with coronary artery disease and eight age-matched patients without coronary artery disease undergoing noncardiac surgery were submitted to M-mode echocardiography and haemodynamic measurements. In the patients with coronary artery disease, but not in the controls, recovery from anaesthesia was associated with echocardiographic and haemodynamic changes suggestive of impaired cardiac pump function. This impairment seems to result from an imbalance between myocardial oxygen availability and demand in patients with coronary artery disease.